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TO THE RIGHT WORSHIP- 
' FVLL MY. VERY REVEREND: 
AND WORTHY PATRONE,DrBopLtsr 
CANON OF EXCETER AND PARSON 
OF SHOBROOKE IN DEVON. 

SIR, 
a <F Eing over-ruled by ſome: 
& friendsto print this ſerms, 
7a notframed, nor intended” 
4) toany ſuch purpoſe; my 
S\ choice was cafier to who 
=4 I ſhould dedicate it. The 
world ſeethhow much[ am boundto you, 
for the late reall kindneſſe conferred cn me. 
For which, troiſhew my ſelfethankfull by all | 
honeſt meanes, the eſſe you expeR it , the 
motel hold it due. Our Saviour who moſt a« 


voided popular applauſe, See thou ay nothing Ly 


to any mt; milliked not the Samaritan,that tur Matar. 12 #:- 


ned back to nine thanks. And much itweretobe 
withed, that in theſe daics thankes would ' 
* 2 ſe: uCc.: 


AQR.8.18, 


Mar:21.1 ſerye.Butfince bryers and /ellers haue broken 
Mat16.'5- jntothe Temple, Judaſ'es what will yee giue me, 


& Smon Magus offering, make moſt bargains 


for benefices.Whereby God is diſhonoured, 
worthy me diſhartned;hirelings preferred, 
good laws deluded, holy things prophaned, 
the Church ſtained,the peopleſtarued, The 
more remarkable therefore hath been your 
free dealing withme, & your religious kinſs 
man's M,Periams,with M.Orford of our Col- 
lege. if ſuchPatrons might be patternes for 
diſpoſing the Lordesportion, many inthe 
country might bee bettertaught, and in our 

Vniverſitics ſooner imployed.My ſelfe with 

this favourof yourszm the more affected, 

becauſe itcomes from my natiue countrey, 

ro which my belt ſervices were otherwiſe 

devorted.Bel:des,it ſtands with a kind of c04 
veniencie { in my deſires at leaſt) that Exce- 

ter ( ollege eſpecially , ſhould bee patronized 
from Exceter, from whichit firſt hadit's name 

and Founder , and for whichit hath bred ( as 

by Gods grace it ſhall continue to doe) fo 
h Mas. 


many men ofworth.Concerning this enſus 
ingdiſcourſe,l havelitlero ſay. lt muſt ſpeak 

for its ſelfe, now itappeares abroad. ſudici 

ousis that poſition of S. Auguiline , mens lines Hod quicgll 
are as their loues: whereof Bernard giues the mates mores,ni 
reaſon, becauſe lone is ta the ſoule;as waightro womans of 
the body,ir caries1tto his right place,ifit bee oo ww 
rightlyplaced. Aslong asthe larkeſoreth modan pode. 
vpward,ſheſings without danger ofthe ner: lelum vel fk 
but ſtoopingto gaze onthe fowlers deceit- np 
full glaſle,ſhe is quickly inſnared. Weareall IO 
too farre inamour'd with the - glympſes of 

things below; * wherethe Divels ginnes are 

alwaies in a readineſſe. Our anceſtors firſt 

loue was more wiſely fixed. My ſong therfage 

hath been,Returne,returne, O Shulamite,return, cam.613; 
returne!'; Vhich howſoever may ſound harſh 

m ſome mens cenſures.yetthe better ſort (I 

truſt)will. coceaue my meaningrtobe good. 

He that runnes in arace (faith S. Chryſoſtome) is nit 7, ings. 
not ſo much toeye the Fpeftators , as the marke, 44% 
And Readers it cannot meet with more-vn= 
derſtading,thenithad hearers.Nextto Gods 


R 3 glo-- 


glory , andthe Churches good, if you ac: 
cept it kindly, I attaine my ſcope. To whom. 
_ trisdue forfirſt fruts, from him thataſlus | » 
redly reſtcrh: TE SLATER 


From Bxceter College in 
Oxford, Auguſt 5.. 


lours to difpoſe inthe. 
Lordleju. 


Joun Pxripnavs.. 


Ss 


5 OGOGOY 
We Pee NE NLO NVe 


OE" 


== 
. ” >. 3” 
& ” > 
© < x "2k - Js Y & 
. <4 "h- 


LEES 


RevzLa. ', 2, 4+ 


N evertheleſſe,t haue ſamewhat again#t thee, becauſe 
thou haſt left thy fir3t loue, 


=I\ Hereis nothing ſo dangerous 
=—I2) to theeſtate of a Chriſtii, that 
travelleth here from Egypt to 
the heavEly Canazn,as ſþ:;rituall 
> pride & carnall (ecurity. For ſee» 
4ing thar a{oxr life is but a temP- 19y,mofecurys 

x PLL tation, (as $.* Auguſtine con- eſe debet in j- 
feſler!:;) great heed muit be taken, leaſt h: that ſhoulde fa en” 
grow 0n from worſe to better, by his careleſle negligEce minatur, v1qui * 
fallaway from better to worſe . This was the Angels fer? pate ex 

. - eleriore Mets 

caſe of Epheſus,as my *text ſheweth;whs he that hol- ,, ue gut ei 
deth the 7. ſlarres in huright hand, and walketh in the ex mclure de- 
midit of the 7. aolden candleſtickes; (that is, voholdeth pre rae 
the miniiters of hu word, and continually ſurvayeth his * Ver. x. 
Churches , to repaire defects jvouchſatcth in this regard - op - oe 
to rowſe by an Epiſtle. That ſceing vnſentidle decates ja jun; Ho 
continued, in time prooue great breaches , flyding #12. ns: 
Jeades to fa!ling,coolingto be numb'dneſle. drow1- 4, OS 
neſſc to ſleepe.ſlackneſle ro defe&ion, indifferencie 14, | 
to ſenceleſneſſe, and a loathing of al reJigion;Erheſres my » —_— 
mightlookeabour ror whence [hee had fallen, and re- rg, | 


pert, 


- j 
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2 Epheſus Back/lyding. 
pent,and do ber firſt workes : leaſt the ſudden approach 
 ofher Lord,ſhould rake her loytring , andby remo- 
a ving her Candleſticke prevent her converſion, 

2 Fortheclcarer paſſageto the wordes, ſome: 
difference muſt bee reconciled among inrecpreters, 
who are meant eſpecially by the ſeaver Angels, to 
whom theſe ſeaven Epifier are in generall dire&ted, 

© Yeſlizat ar- < Alcaſar the leſutt,in his new painted 5#{re vponthis 
__ 1%. Revelation,ſaies the biſhops;% Fererius his fellow (to. 
verp. 1614, gither with ſomeancients Arethas, Andreas, Ansbert, 
+45 Lemma i and Anſelme,) thinke rather the people; S. Ambroſe, 
diſþ.z. '" Hiymo,and Bedz,ioineboth togither : andthis is beſt 
Fexe,Fulkez, approved of our reformed interpreters, For howſoe« 
rags «1; ver the inſcriptions beto the Angels only,who figni« 
6. _. fie(according to moſt)not celeſtial ſpirirs,but the Pa- 
fora ” ſtors of thoſe Charches;yer the contents concernetheir 
Perer.inzap.r. * Aocks as neareas themſe]ues, and therefore in the 
difþ.15. former chapter we haue,verſe 11,9hat thou (ceſt write 

In tantum _. : ; 

Angeloram no- #12 a booke and ſend tothe 7,Churches which are in ſia, 
mine Ecclepas Not that it 5a ll one to write to the churchyet to the head 
pe es *Y and governour thereof, (as the ® Rhemiſts hence would - 
vt iubeat An- gather,to ſcrue in,Xintereſttheir Pope to diſpoſe of 
gets =—— all things: ) butrather to expreſſe the bond, berwixe 
Aug.in Apoc, the people and paſtor, whoſe faults he is to reproue, 
Hwmsz  oranſwere for;and therefore it ſtands him vpon, to 
were oe” communicate what he recciues. Now this particular 
b 19 bunc 10:4. Paſtor here of Epheſus,> Lyra would haue to be Tims- 
comment. is thy Ribera labours to refute that out of Meraphraſtes; 
ver... but Pererizes 8 Aleaſar take Lyra's part . Others name 
Oneſimus, ſome Tychicus , Beit cither,or neither, it 


mart. 


Epheſus Backſlyding. 3 
matters not,the ſpirit of God being ſilent . For the - 
belt may grow remiſſe,andneed dayly inciting. As 
Epheſus here,the Metropolis ol 1ittle Aſiaand glory of p12 1, 
Jonia,lamous amongſt the gertz!s forher ſituation, & Vadian. inezi- 
temple,w\:icngas Pliny reports )was 220 years in buil- [liz 
ding, famous amongſt Chriſtians,for S.lohns reſidece, cap.14. © 
and S. Pauls epi5F/evnto themznay,which our Saviour E*(eb./ib.3. 
herecommends in ſuch ample tearmes, for her for- a —_ 
waraneſſein labour,tor her con#tancie in patience , for Baron. Anndl. 
her zeale in reforming manners, forher diſcretion in mw -S 
diſmacking heretiques,whoſe conſtancie.patience,labor, ver.. 
andtharfor a right end,for his names ſake , and thar 
without failing or fainting, are ingeminated with 
good approbation,immeduarely before my text;zmay 
haue /omewhat notwithſtanding,thar is out of frame 
their friends may overſee it, themſelues may ſcarſe 
perceiue it, which the fl:ming cies of Chriſt will £Þ4P-1-.14. 
pierce through to cenſure, Nevertheleſſe 1 hane ſome + 
what againſt thee becauſe thou haft left thy fir#t loue. 

As though with his beloved ſpowſe hee had 
thus debated the marter . Thinke not, Epheſws,bur I 
rake notice,of al thy doings & ſufferings; thy labours 
pleaſe mewel,[ approuethy workes , Ipity thy pa- 
tience,and cannot chooſe but commende thy diſlci- 
pline;but© that this firſt affe&io.were ſeconded with 
thelike alacritie! for do not I perceiue thy coldneſſe 
 -indevotion,thy careleſneſſcin preaching, thy ſlacke- 
neſſe in performing any deed of charity ? Haſt thou 
notbegan inthe /þ/r/t,and now art ſinking backe to 
end inthe fleſh?Epheſivs, l loue thee,and therfore may 

A 2 | nor 


Canr 2.6, 
lbid.y. 5. 


Canr.r. 7. 
Cant.5 2, 


Ibid.vcr. 3u» 


_ Ibid.v.4. 


Epheſus Backſliang. 
not ſooththie much go09d (chou ſeeſt) Iſpeake of 
thee,ver ſomewhat 1 hine agatnſt thee, | renemberthe 
kindneſſe of thy -ath ; It WW as hai 1: and thorow:;bur 


time hath cooled ir, &thou art growne remiſle, My. 


left hand is vnder thy head , and my» 1ghg hand doth inn« 
brace thee) dayly tay thre with flagons,and comfort thee 
wth app/es,as thou haſt occalion; but thou haſt 2xr« 


ned aſiac to the flockes of thy companions , 1o that when 


I come with my bedewed head,and dropping locks in the 


n:zht,co find my accuſtomed entertainment, ſaying, 
open unto mee my ſiſter, my loue ny done ny vndefyled: 
thou relleſtme , thy coat u off and thox can{Fnot put it 
on;that thy feet are waſht , and thou artloath to defile 
them:{uch excuſes thouhaſt ro put me off, and make 
mew:thdraw my /elfe, Whercat thovgh thy bowels 
are ſometimes moved , yet ſtirring not to giue en« 
trance as thou wert wont to doc;pretend what thou 
waiſt,ſay wha: thou wilt,diſlemble how thou canſ}, 
itis manifeſt chou haſt lefrthy firſt heat of affe&tion, 
And his Itake to be the complaint of our wronged 
heavenly Solomon,included in the words I have read 
vnto you, Theſummeis, 

4. An Inatement of Epheſus for backſliding and (ce 
curities 
wherein, 1 Exception, evertheleſſe; 
obſerue 32 Accuſation,! haue ſomwhat againſt thes 
the ( 3 Fault, becauſe thou haſt left thy firſt loue, 
A Church militant cannot bee without Exceptions; 


where exceptions are to be taken Chriſt licketh pot to 


eccaſe;and accu{e he doth never without a fault, The 


firſt 


Fphe, iu Backſliding: 
firſt mhewerth onr infirmitiez the :ſecond,our Sanicurs 
integrit:ezaud the third,//nnes malign/tie, That wee 
may bc ha:ub/ea inthe firſt, & direfedby the ſecond, + 
ro corredt the third, VViiio theſe bounds 1 ſhall in- 
deavour by Gods aſhſ{tance, and your Chriſtian pa- 


tience,to confine my medications. Hee that hith an Revel 2676 


eare to heare let him harke what the ſþirit (arth untothe 
Charches;go the Churches,as well of Great Brittaine, 
as thoſe of [tle A/ra. For howſoever wee flatter our 
ſclues,our defeCtions are moredeepely to be accuſed, 
and perfetions as ſubiect to a Newvertheleſſe, chenote 
ofexceptionto Epheſus, notwithſtanding all it's good 
parts; which falleth here in order co bee firſt. conſide+ 
red, Nevertheleſſe. 

5 Asinarts,ſo in afts of moralitie; few verities - 
arc ſo generall,that admirnortexcepton. If a Church 
might plead 1ummunitie,Epheſea might here and yp- 
on our Saviours teſtimonie. For are nothir /aborrs in 


peace, Nt patience in troable{ as Areting well obſeruerh) 1s buns locune,”- 


once and againerepeated,& commended?Evillmen 
ſhould hauelirtle caſe iz hex-,, for ſheecould not beare 
them. Diſlemblers ſhould nor deceauc her; forſhee 


would tre th:1,and find them lyars. The beaſts that af+ 1.Cor. 15 34: 


ſalted her ſhe fought with;the greiuomu wolues that were 


rophecicd to enter among#t them ſhcinduredand res 3529: 29: 
liſted. !ez1bel prevailed in Thyatira, Sarais had ia name ver +>, 
without Lfe,Pergemm was tainted with Bralrſmeand Chap 3-te - 
| Laodrcea's lukewarmeneſſe -, was loathlome ro Gods 


ſtomacke: Epheſus notwithſtanding eſcapes all his; . 


gay her late tp the A7c0/21147s for their community Clizp 3.16, 


A'.3 oF-- 


HG | Epheſus Backſliding. 


Ver 6, of wines,and promiſcuous luſts(as Irenews and Theods- 
= 1p! 7ee object vnto them) is regiſtred afterwardes as an 
3.hit. Eccteſ c, Elpeciall commendation. VVhat could a man here 
_= _ He- picke our,thar he might iuſtly cenſure? who would 
Jena Eviſt.s notelteeme ſuch a Church,to bein the rode way to 
| -happinefle ? yet when Chriſt comes with his fanxe, 
there is chaffe tound amongſt the whear.Mneh is wel, 
yet ſomewhat worſe then it was,or ought to be; the 

goodis foſtered, theill excepredat. Nevertheleſſe.] 

Many things might be here gathered for our inſtruc. 

| tion; oneeſpecially from our Saviours marer of re- 
_ fe proofe,which may bea patrerne vnto vs all inthatbe- 
Views,  halfe:firſt ro take notice of then ingenuoully to con- 
felle,Gods graces in any [ifany bee found at all )be. 

fore wee be too buſlic 'with the imperfeQions of our 
brethren. For this puts the faultic out of ſuſpicion of 
bitterneſle in the reprouer,it incourageth men to do 
more,when ſomewhatis commended,& keeps them 

+ fromdeſperate reſolutions, by retainingthem in a 

4retim. hopeofapoſliblerecoverie. It breeds a loathing of 
ſinne,by ranking it by vertue;whence ir's vglineſſeis 

the more diſcovered, and his iuidgement theſharper 

cenſured, thatimbraceth ſo fowle a monſter,to the 
blemiſhing of thoſe good parts, which otherwiſe 

might highly grace him. Thoſe that will #ſh for mens 

Ferrum de ma. [ones oult looke how they bait their hookes, & too 
nubrio profilit, harſh an increpation (ſaith Gregory) is like an axe,that 


cum de correp- OY ; 
+654 "ine of flyerh fromthe handle,it may kill thy brother, when 


rio excidit.exc It ſhould ouly cutdown the bryers of ſinne, But this 


par 22rt. I notg only by the way,not purpoſely follow, as nor 


ſo 


i 
\ 


. churchto the moone,in regard of herviſible changing, 
' like to the others waxing and wanzng. Burt the {imili- e 1c4, 


Epheſus Back ſliding; 7, 

ſo neceſſary for theſe ſoothing times; wherein moſt 

are rather too plealing,then piercing, Epheſus here ſo 

commended,and yet excepted at ſo mainely, direCts 

ys morevſcfully ro this obſervation. 
That the beſt Churchcs may be ſubiet ana are liable to 

exception. | 
6 Iris viuall with the Fathers 'ro comparethe 4%rclib.s, 


tude holds as well, inreſpe&t ofherborrowed light, 
and ſpotted face; all the beames ſhe refleeth ro the 
world, aredarted vpon herby the ſunne ot righte- 
ouſneſſe;and yetby reaſon of her vnequal temper. 
her brighteſt ſhining,ſhe appearethſporcie.Her ſeite: 
acknowledgeth ſomuch ,Cantic.r.g. 1 am blacke but * 
comely (0 yee daughters of leruſalem ) as the tents of Ke* 


+ 


4 
% 


L.ib.3 .de Nac- 


dar ,as the curtaines of Solomon, Wherevpon St Au> tin.chriſt.c.z * 


guſtinecommendeth this rule of Ticonius the Dona« 
7:jt, which hee calleth,De permixta Eccleſia. \Whereby 
(faith he)theſcripture,by reaſon of the temporal com- 
munion,betweene the godly and wicked, atrtjbuteth 
that promiſcuouſly ro ether,which originally grow- 
eth but from the one .Solomons curtaines (indeed) be 
long to the Church,but Kedars tents are 1\maels,who may 
not inherit with the free borne: yer the Beloned confi - 
ſing of both, hath the titles of both, thoſe ſpors will 
not out,there will bee ſach a peck/ed breed,as long as + 
the flackes caſt their eyes on motly vanities,in the gur- 

ters of this worlde.Allthe types in holy writ, where- - 
bythe Chucch is ſhadowed vnto vs, moſt evidently-: 
ſhew - 


AUR 4 Plato 


7 
8 Epheſus Backſlydmg. 

ſhew ſo much. Thefloore hath init wheat, end chaffe, 

Math.3.12.The »:t good fiſh and bad, Mat.13.47. Sec 

but intothe nuptiall banquet of cthe-ſonne, isnor 

thece one found xvithout a weading garment ? Was 
Mat 22 11, therenot aCham &wnclezne beaſts inthe Arke®fool:ſh 
__ V:1r7ins amongſt the brides atteadants ? Goates inthe 
Mart 25 2. O To : ; : ' p 
bid.ver 32+ grcat ſhepheards flack? Andin his ſtacely palace,ve//els 
2.111 2.2% as well tro dſonour as ſervice & glory? Sothat, that 
— . ofthe Angelto Eſaras may here paſſe for Canonical, 

when thou askeſt the earth,it ſhal ſay vnto thzethat it gi- 
7.Cor.s.1. wveth much mo!d whereof earthen veſſels are made but lits 
14 ©a.15* tle duſt that goldcomerhefieven ſo is the courſe of this pre- 


Gal.z. - k . . 
Rom.12.2.16, ſet wor ld,& the Churches caſe inthis preſent world, 
Co'oil 2-3 Thus the Corinthians were polluted with an incefluons 
2.Th:0 3.6, , 

ver 6.8 15. perſon and troubled with Sadduces, the Galathians be. 


ver 98&13. witchedthe Romans,Coleſſtans,and Theſſalonians, had 
_ <a hauty ſprrits,brabling ſophiſters , brethren that walked 
cap.3.T. di(orderly,crept inamongſt them . But whatneedeI 
e393 1%. lookebackſo farre? Appearetherenothere amongſt 
thedex. & Lu- theſe (caven Aſian Churches an odious. company of 


cif-1ian Dial. Ncolaitans > Hath not Sathaz here his /ynageueand 


b T YT, : Dito yl p - 

___—_ os [eat ? Baalam and lezebell , their Bawds and Panders? 
1m Dovz1?, Reade we norof depths of Sathan?Names of thoſe,ti:rat 
op ne * make a ſhew to l;re without life? Lutewarmmeſſe, and 
COT. PAN « p : 
ib 317. vaunting and ({enflefſnefſe!, among fo many eſpeciall 


cont, Creſen. commendations? The fathers teſtimonies for this 


rammat.lis 3. . : 4 : 

a 1h, point, arenot ſentexces, but volumes .ltisthe maine 
ifs /©5 Sg £0 : WP . . . 

de croit Det ca. ſcope of $.3 Herome ag inſt the Luciferians,and of 5, 

35.0097 b, Aucuſtineagainit the the Donatr#fs. and Pelzgians 

al b1 precipue bet. , | : 


tort:7, to prouc that it1s a POOrePIetEce, to make a {chiſme 


Epbe/ies Backſliding. - 

inthe church;inregard of ſome diſlikes, which might, 

and ſhould be amended, For arwhat time was irever 

ſo free, that no exceptions could beraken? As a lylly a- Can.a.z. 
mong thornes,ſo is my lone among the daughters:Non dis 

tum eſt(ſaih S.* Auguſtine) in medio alienarum,(edin , jor 
medio filiarum;, It u not ſaidamoneſt firangers , but 4- Elaiah 9.21, 
moneſt the daughters. The fonnes of her mother againſt gg ge 
ber Ephraim againſt Manaſſes , and Manaſſes againſt Row,. 3. 
Ephr «imyin one nation;the father againſt the ſonne,8 13mes.1.8, 
the mother againſt the daughter, in onchouſez Eſa 

ſtrugling with /acob,jin one wombe; nay the naturall 

men againſt the ſpirituall,in the ſame members, And 

yetif we would go farther, we may chaunce to meer 

With «dg 4 vgs , a dowble-(oul d ma(it I may lo ſpeak) 


by reaſon of vnſtablediſtrationsin theſame minde. 


To ſuch a /uxacze are fubic& all thinges vnder the 
moone.Vhiles we dwel with Meſech(as Davidcom «+ 
plaineth)ſome enimies to peace wilbe ſure amoneſt vs, 
There wilbcalwaies,#ares to be weeded, wicers to bee 
euredruines tobe repayredyrentscobe amended, ſinkes 
to be purged /eapers to be cleanſed, manners to be refor- 
med controverſies and hart-burnings tobe taken vp 8 
compoſed. Ang the reaſons for it are diverſe; thatthe 
ele&t might be imployed and tried, Reprobates left wnex- ;:Corr, rg, 
cu{eable,Gods ſlrengthappeare in over weakeneſſe,, & Rom.z.r. 

his wercy,and /u/tice,in ſuch variety of ob4efts, Other: 
wife how ſhould the Church be militant withoutan 


Pſal.r20.5, 


Zanch.lib.Ae. 
Relig. Chrift.cap 


- adverſary? Or why ſhould it dayly pray, forgine Vs onr 24.the/.11. 


| . . . . Ane.6b,2 Re- 
rreſþaſes,it here ir might attaineto befreed fromall Js __ 


exceptions?Go therefore(ſaith che Lord to PRo_ Ca).9 4. 
B c& 


et 
—— A 


70 Epheſus TG hat ſtehb,eh that 
Aus Tom» ep. ſet 4 mark VPo z he forcheaas | 199% :not abourtthe 
164 44 Emi. ery for all the abbominat ws, y of lernſalem, For how 
Inn Donati, ſaburbs only pl but inthe "a og (ceing of two men tos 
ſhould /eru/alem bee —_— |dbee receiued,the 0+ 
Mat. 24 40. gither inthe field, ans ms rinding at the mill, the one 
"oe _— ther kei. What place _ = ure 
ld be taken, : linerh)yer 
2 In Pal 93. - en our beds? (as St — a oh —_ 
_—_— _ yr ar other left Thus the _ : 
£22 OHe IDall Ve Scerme: an jm 
mult beare rhoſe whom _ _ = oY — 
ment, what ſhee Cannotay CE ned Concbe 
rent in the coat that is ſeame We _— ſheepe and 
<= hg Angels only ar the laſt day, berw 
re enj. £9475 tO make Rn fanaticall ſpirits ofour 
ſnemtplame 7 How thencan freaſon bee excuſed/Beloved) 
RT. daies,with any ſhew © _ ipline, and ſome ceremo- 
ther withD'. who vpon aiflke of anon. r4 emſelues to conventicles 
pr pa nies they fancie nor, = ; where theyhauealmoſi, 
wi, _ fromthcirnaturall mother ; one refifhing ( asthey - 
Lis 4 _ . as many lects, as —_— ot. gall ,then giddis 
yated for fome ſpeake JagainFt anot qu e and melancholy-complectio- 
rowary ” * nefſe, Burrheſe — juſtly rearmes them) are - 
Novatu« and ned wanaderers(2S Z uing 


vine tO CON« 
Lucifer,f-! fitter for a Phyſitian to purge, then a D 
want of flritt 


| a4 ered 3 44 


ncifer, and 
Ge es Een 
 » Hferaboſesas ding: 1 wil touch thereforeatt 

"| Epiphan witneſ 0 


order 1 {cipline, cores 
eth, Here 70, along.They reckon vp diſorder in our diſcrp 
| Momeus de 
Eecleſ cap. b. 


£100 \ þ he 2+ 
= on. ceremonies &t 
rupt ion in maners ſuper [tits =_—_ 


OE EC TET TI. i 
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worthie comming of all ſorts to the receiaing of the RR 


Sacraments.Bur theſe things can only be matter ofre Mar. 9 i 3. 


: . - Mar.2. 17- 
proofe,not ſufficient, or efficient cauſes of ſeparati- 7," ſer 


On, VV hen from the [ole of the foot ,to the crowne of the in this Relutan 


head,no ſounancyſe was found in Iſrael, did Eſaiah fly to - ny «3 6. Zo 
rtayle,or rather ſtay to preach?Allthe wazes(crieth Je- gn 4 » 
remiah)are polluted with the whordomes and filthy luſts Theod Heret, 
of /#ds;where he continucth notwithſtanding to l«- — 
ment,not periwadgth to foſake. So our Seviour bal- Ecieſ.de lob. 


ked not the proud Phariſees,or poore Publicans,that 39romimTem, 
I.4a7N0.7 4. 


needed the Phyſitian rand S* Jobn lept out of the bath, » 1;6,1 Renee, 
(as * renews reports ir)not out of the Church wher-c.19 &.4.2.ca8 
in he found * cither Eb0rr;or Cerinthus the hereticke: x;p,mmius ” 
But the Church(lay they ) mw## bee pure without ſpot or Sant, 
wrinkle, Epheſ.5.27.True (ſaith S.>_Juguſtine)ad hoe |" Ry 

eſt clefia,nonut iam ſit talis, ſed que preparetur.Itmult « Lo hene frm 


ſiriueſo here to be,and ſhall beeſſo hereafcer;bur yer f £3i.48.20. 
ir isnot;ſauc onely indefire , and-Chriſts acceptati- gn%7 16. 
on,So S* © Bernardout of St 4 Hierome, the Apoſtle 8 Innins in lib. 
eakes not of the Church which now is , but of that which fear-Þrepdl- 
ht be after the reſarreftion, The endis here expreſſed, ral.Bellar.c.17, 
which Chrift drines at, (ſaith iudicious ©Calvine) not - _ rs 
that which u performed for the Church already, But doe MEG wc , 


not the Prophets(ſay they)charge vs to fly Babylon, # tram de , ud 
ardall the abominatrons of Antichriſt; leaſt we bee, theo 13he: 


partakers both of her ſinnes and plagues? Moſttruezand cedimu,pland 


' : coaltturs quam 
we haucdone it,notſo much bya 8 hall feparation, prays 


" aSanceſſarierenuntiation not ofthe goodſhee hath, chritum cum 


bur of the poy/on ſhe hath added. Here then commerh pravichument® 
Their Hebrew ſong,which they ſing ina ſtrangedand, be- wane 6 
B 2 ing cleſ cape 
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k Ainſworth 

again? Bernard 

Robin)o again'l 
_ DE Half, 


3 Armin.theſ. 
23% 


& 7.jb. de Reli- 
grove cap. 24, 
tbe]. 17.18.19. 


* 3Chron, 34 
Nehem. 2s. 
Exai. 


PFpheſus Backſlyding. 
ing the maineobicQtion they alwaies harpe on : If 
you(lay Þ they might ſhake off Rome for the ©nts- 
chriftiars leproſie , whereoiſhee wouldnot bee cw 
red; why might not wee doe the like by you, for the 
Babyloniſh garments,which yet you reraine as theex> 
ecrable thing amongſt you. The caſe would proue 
farce diffcrent/Beloucd ). if theſe reformers had bur 
the patience to diſcuſlc it. For firſt our refraining,ras 
ther then ſeparation, from Romes commimitie, was 
for knowne and.convinced abominations, of i prodje 
gious tyranny,manifeit hereſic,open 1dclatrieywherevn« 
to wee were commaunded bythe holy Ghoſt, direfted by 
the Fathers , and Councils admoniſbedby their ownes 
wen; as k Zanchius tudicioully proues, and theſe our 
waiward brethren cannot chooſe bur acknowledge; 
Betweenewhomandvs,, thequarrell is farre others 
wiſe;we ſay,for things meerely indifferent they finde 
very doubtfull and controverſial. Secondly, our re« 
formation was orderly by the Magiſtrate; authoe 
rized by God in that behalfe :- theirs tumultuous, 
asncereto rebellion, as without warrant . For as in 
Religion,the body is one thing,the skirts,& ourward: 
governement another; ſoin reformation, private 
profeſſion is onething,, and. publique injunQion a- 
nother.. Profeſſe the grounds of religion I may and: 
muſt,eitherwirhout,or before,or againſt my Princes 
but to reforme in publique government,whereſom« 
thing is truly amiſſe,who gives me warrant? Did the: 
Ifraelites atxempt it without 7oſiahfor Nehemiah with: 
out Artaxerxesor Zerubbabel againſt Cyrme?In thoſe; 
runes - 


EpheJus Back ſliding; 


times (indeed) the Prophets propheſied, but built 


not.thcy direfted,but correfted nor. Ever their hays 
(mote them in but medling with theskirt of the Lords 
annoint:d in this behalfe. Whom ifthey could nor 
win toredreſle al abuſes; theyhelde their duries dif- 


charged, and he faulttransferred onthehinderers, . 


whom they ſtaide to pray for', not forſooke to dif: 
grace. Vhenee ariſetha third difference betwixt our 


renouncing Rome , and theſe mens leaving vs . Wee 


were never the Popes (ubiefts,asthey were Queene E- 
lizabeths, and are now King 1am*ses.,Our forefathers 
(indeed) acknowledgedacertaine preheminence of 
that Sea;but-it was but as a matter ofcourſe,and cur 
telic,at moſt of humaneconſtirurion, norofneceſhi« 
ty,or obligation by the word of God. And isirt al one 
to ſhake of thy lawful magiſtrate;ro whomGod ſub- 
ieerh thee, and thy debothtcompanion} or whoo- 
riſh neighbour,with whom thou mighreſt'ever haue 


ſtood in equal tearmes?Adde tothistheincroaching - 


ofthe Papacy;as much vypon the prerogatiues of co» 
mon-wealthes,as the liberties 6f the Church . Ifthe 


like couldbe obieQed to vs, we ſhould be content to - 


- 


' blaſphemous herefics, anddamnable Idola- 
try ; no man might be ſafely (ient; orrefaine in thoſe 
ats,which were moſt againſthis coriſctence. Now 
theſe men cinotcomplanneof the like hard meafure 


© gmongſtvs.The refuſal of conformiry bringsno ms | 
to the ſtake; it ſtops only inſome courſes, ſomedan. + 


gerous privareſpirits,from wrangling about circums 
: B 


3. ſtances, >, 


——— 


73. 


harken,Laſt ofal;we were preſſed nnPopery to aſſent 
ir Zauch de reli? 
cap.24tytf,1 tf 


$ 


14 Epheſus Backſlyding. 

Dt BalDecag, FRANCES 5 to vniteall againſt the commonadverſarie, 
6.#2/.5, That ſtrikesatthe foundation. For who ever tooke 
diſcipline to be more eſſential rothe church, then or- 

der in an army,or a bedge to a vincyard, or proportion 

in a body,or a hemme to a garment. Anarmy, vineyard, 

. body,garment,may be,but perfect and wel it cannot 
be,wichout theſe things . Now a dilcipline they ac- 
knowledge amongſt vs,but notright. Say it wereſo, 

(which they ſhalneverbe able to proue)) wiltthou 

forſake thy houſe, becauſe the wal is mudde? orleaue 

thy vineyard,becauſc the hedge in ſome places isrui- 
nous?doth a gueſt invited ro abanquet,ſtraightleaue 

the table in afume, for the miſplacing of a trencher, 
ornapkin, or becauſe ſome diſh is not ſerved in a+ 
right?diverſe moderate ſpirits there remaine among 

vs.who perchicc approuenot al our ceremonies,yer 

runne not to Hm/terdam, as holding ſuch a remedy 

* Nuleporet More * dangerous then the cauſe, The diſciples of 
z (chiſmatics Chriſt{l am ſure)tooke wiſer courſes, when the bre- 
zants fieri car- thren hadacontroverſic amongſt them about legall 
6a red Ceremonies, AQt:15; the 4poſties & Elders came to- 
At [chiſmats girher zo.conſult, that provaze (pirites might be tried, 


ernicies, Te - 


f ul.de Preſcrip. & the ſpirits of the Prophets ſubiefedto the Prophets. 


cap.60. Who if they giue no ſatisfaQtion ( as to oftir hath 
_ +7- , fallenoutinPopiſh conventicles) a faQtion crying 
F eve t#5" downethe truth,and themoſt, the beſt, noe poſting 
is preſcribed to the Popes inerrabilitie; or ſeparatis a- 
lowed, to the wronged partyes; but the Apoſtles: 


"id Rarei Ircn. rule is to be followed Philip.3.16, Firſt the ground 


Cap. 12, muſt be ſearched wherein theagreement is,& where. 
£0 


Epheſus Backſliding, T5 
Fowe haue already attained, then followeth walking ſo... - 
far by the ſamerule minding the ſame thing . Inwhich ,”, ,.. cw 
walke when we come to thepoint of parting, croſle 73 2112 g9o- 
waijes muſt not be taken,or ſchiſmes raiſed , but the x7, 

perfeA muſt forbeare the weaker, . and expect Gods 
good pleaſure,who willreveale in duetime(as the A- 
poſtle there promiſeth)). ro choſe char are otherwiſe 
minded,as much as concerneth his children to vnders+ 
ſtand. Thus Cypriz behaved himſclfe, in regard of the y;d,A4ug. Tr, 
Donatifts : who thou gi he diffented fron) the Catho- 7 17 Ponanſt. 
likes in the-point of rebaptization; yet he forſook not {any FO” 
the vnity of thoſe Churches, which cenſurd his opi- 

nion,ro aſſociate himfeife to-a company of {chiſma- 
tikes,S-Auguſtine laith,that God permitted him ſo to 

fall, that his exiple might more benefic the Charch, 2* Baptiſm 
in marmtaining vnity, then his Iudgementhurt it;,in eng. 
defending rhe ergor of rebaprizing heretikes. - 

8 ' Thushee that brimgeth light out of derkneſſe, 4ug.devera 
maketh ſcandals;che trial and criumph of his choſen, *one Tm.” 
Infide's he propoſerh to be convertedby the, Heretikes ** © 
ro be the touchſtone of onrdoFrin2, ſchiſmatibesro + - 
be the cred.r of our conſtancie,lewes to bee'the foile of 
our beamy;ſome muſt be ;ited fone excluded ſome 1dew. ibid. i 
left ſome ledon by our even cariage: fo many tzkey 
arclaid vpo the few l1borowrs,who in the LorJs great . 
harueſt ſhal ever finde,notfle to ſuffer,then'do;borh + 
ſcouring them from idlenefſe,and miniſtring matrer - 

* ofconqueſt, according to that of S.:_uguſtrne; Opt 
enimies,an falſe brethren, benefir moſt commoniie : 
the Church by the providence of God;  9n verum + 


H- . 


Ver.15, 


Ibid cap.8. 


Epheſus Backſliding. 
dacends quod neſciunt, ſed ad verum querendum carne: 
les ad verum apertendam ſpirituales Catholicos excitan« 
ao.[t was Lucifer the hereticks perverſenes , that drew 
$. Hierome vnto the ſtage; the wickedneſle of 1nlran 
that brought Cyr///ro write; Arrive ſtirring that clea- 
red the article of the Trinity;by Great Athanaſius, Pe- 
lagius wilfalneſſe, - that edged on 5. _Huguſtine to ſift 
anddiſcover ſo narrowly thefrailty of mans free wil. 
Aad to touch a little on our latter times, were itnot 
the Munkes abſard:ties , thatfirſt ſer Lyther a worke? 
the Schoolemens mixtures ,and brables, that occa(io« 
ned Calvin, Martyr,&the reſt of our worthies,more 
cloſely to ſticke vnto the text? Seldome there threat- 
neth a Goliah,but a David ariſeth; or a falſe heart for- 
ſakerh his ſtation,bur preſently ſome one or other is 
readic in the gappe.So our Harding yeelded vsa lewel, 
our Campian an Humfryes., our Stapleton a whataker, 
our #artina Fulke,our Hart a Rainolds : to ſparethe 
modeſtic ofthe living, who take the ſame courſes, 
AndI makeno doubt. bur that Socinusblaſphemies, 
Arminius [ubtilties, Vorſlius novelties, Bertins quiddi- 
Fes , ſhall rather bee an occaſion of fartherclearing, 
then ſhaking the ſerled truth amonglt vs; as the clas 
mours of the Ybiquitarres hauebcenc , for theſacra- 
met,grace,& predeſtinatis in the reformed Churches 
of G:rmanie. Courage, courage therefore (my deare 
Chriſtian brerhren) weeſee the ground whereon our 
bot is fallen, Whatſocver now hapneth., hath beene 
foretold,and foreſampled, andthereforc ſhould bee 
the leſſe offenſiue, becauſe ſo well foxcknowne, Our 
Cr Eo EE MEE taske 
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raskeremaineth,to gather withChriſt,not (carter with Luk.rt.23; 
the exvi044,0r ſeparate with the male-content; and 
when we haue done our beſt, yer ſomewhat may bee 
4 \ obiected , that maketh againſtvs, The accuſation of 
Epheſus and ſecond member of my:text; whereof I 
will endeavor to gather ſomewhat, ; 
9 "Exel 57 |by an viſual Elipſs,for"Ex»li x7! ot, 
1 haut againſt thee, tor Thaue ſomewhat againſt thee, | | 
or to acculcthee of:as both Bezs and Camerarius ob !*} ron, 
ſerue. Men may overſee much, ordiſlemble what Mar.s. :9. de 
they ſee , or pleaſe themſelues with rhepreſent, ff izow 
orbe miſinformedby others; but our Saviour deales axle lO, 
more roundly,and ſoundly.l haue(faith he)not aſuſ+ 
'F picion only,but ſomwhat,as before for Epheſu's com- 
mendation,ſo here agai/n# her, Sweet 7eſus/artthou 
become an accuſer ? wilt tzou our only advocate be 
extreame to marke what ts amiſſe? it's Satans officeto Luk.zz. 31:3% 
winnow;thy prayer was wont to bee, that the faith of 
thine might not faile: and may ſomewhat now incenſe 
thee, that haſt paid the ranſome for all our ſinnes. Bur 
feare nor little flocke;he that Frikes wil heale,This ſome- 
d what chrough his mercy will proue as much as no- 
thing.Sater accuſerh through malice, to condemne; 
but Chriſtthrough loue,to amend thee. 7 oz deſerit 
ad penam((aith Richardru 4 Santo Viitore )ſed monet ad us 
penitentiam. Ris accuſations are inſtruQtions, his 
chaſtiſements peace, his pretionus balmes ſhall never 
' breake our heads, As a Surgeon being to lance his beſt 
beloued child, helong hanaleth ſoftly (ſaith Gregory) tn Exechia, 
before he ſtrikes and then cutteth and weepeth , & wee- 9% ie 
'". SE. ] peth 


— 


18 Epheſus Backſl:ding, 
Nos parcit;, vs P<thandcutterh agzine, ( as S.Brrnard feelingly ex- 
parcat ,nonmi. Preſleth it;) otherwiſe ſþ1r1ng would bee ſpulingin 
ſeretur vi m3- ſych a pleuriſy , which cannot bee cured without let» 
near ting blood; ſo this great Phy/itran of our ſoules, will r 
64-74. nor ſticke to reproue any th1ng,where ſometh:ng may 
| grow,to ſct all things out of order, VWhencel infer, 
that 
' Theſmaleit faults inthe Churchave not to paſſe vncd« <4 
tronlea: ; 

N otoleration ts tobe graunted for any thing that is 

amtſſe,erher in Paſtor or people. 

10 Astheplagueis inthe body, ſo is ſin inthe 
ſouleznothing ſooner infeerh,ſpreadethkillerh: be. 
ing like a bemyred dogge,that in fawning , defilethy PP 
ſpcadierthena graiue of muitardſeed, from theleaſt 

eed becomming the greateit amone#t hearbes.,Nor to 
quaſh therefore in theegge this venomous cocatrice, is 
to foſter it againſt our ſclues,rill it be — | 
and not to purge the leaſt /eaves thereof , is to endams 
ger,and corrupt the whole maſſe of goodneſle.In res 
gard whetof,the walker amongſt the Candleſticks, with 
the two-edg-dſwordin his mouth, hath furniſhed our of A. 
his prophets to be fir jor ſuch a purpoſe. One hath 
his foreh-ad as an adamant harder then a flint , not tobe 
di[matd at mens prowd looks howſoever they be hard hay- 
red,1nd impudent Ezech. 3.8. Another is a fenced bra-. 
ſen wall,not to be prevarledagarnſt, lerem.15.20. And 
hence grewthe reſolution of poore filly Prophets, 
not to favour the leaſt offences ,. in the greateſt per- 
ſons.Samnelis bold with Saul,wherefore djdft theu evil 
; in 


Mar.13.31. 
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inthe fight of the Lord?1.Sam.15. Nathan with David, Veiſ19. 

wheretore haſt thou deſpiſed the commadement of the 

Lord,z.Sam.12.50 Hananito U(a,Thon haſt done ſoo- yerſy, 

liſbly,z.Chron.16._4zariahto Vzzih, It pertaineth Verſs. 

not to thee Vz22iahtoburne incenſe tothe Lord,2.Chro. verſ18, 

2 6.1ohn Baptift to Herod, It u not lawfallfor theeyto haue 

thy brothers wife, Mat.14 No finne in his owne nature, Verſ 4, 

may paſſe here for venzall;/as the ® Romaniſts ſooth *, F411 ib. x, 
: i ; #ſſione 

there Popelings;) nay c?cupiſcence it ſeltego extenua- yrar.g flaw 

ted by the Þ Schoo/emen, & pargetted over by the © /e- pcccat.cap. g 

ſuits muſt here come vnder the lath . For Gen.6.5.is jor is 

not exc-prion taken to the very imaginationof the 85 ar.:,Bunav, 

thouzhts? Doth notDavidacknowledge the wickednes nos 32s 

of his ſhaping, and pollution of his conception, Pal. 51? : Bellarmin, de 

and that choſen weſſell $. Paule ue times in the ſixth {mi grat. & 

ro the Romanes, ſixetimes inthe ſeaventh, andthree{,, —_ ' 

times inthe eighth, diſclaime by the name of (in our Yalexr.in 1, 2; 

or/g1n4ll corruption? What fault more pardonable in OY = b 

theſe our daies,then the remz/neſſe of a father to wn- ew? 

toward children?Oc the carefulneſſe of a yong man, ro 

hold his owne ? Or the forwardneſſe of a man of parts 

co purchaſe preferment?Yet El: ſmarted for the firſt, r.5am 4.18, 

and the youg man in the goſpell (otherwiſe commmen- Mar-19.21, 

ded)was touched by our Saviowrforthefſecond, and aa.s :;. 

the 2a/lof Simon Magus wasbroke for the third. The 

reaſon whereofis pregnant. The commandement is 

peremptory ayainſt al(as the poſtle vrgeth it) thou 99-77 

ſhalt net luſt, Now aborch is nevercured, aslong as 

the coare remaineth. Excrements grow indead car- 

caſcs,while-the humourlaſteth, And thetice increa- 


C 2 ſcth 
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| 20 Epheſus Backſliding; 
Scintille eras ſeth, as the fuell is miniſtred. Arrivs was but a ſparke 
Arrizs ec. in the beginning, {ſaith S.Hierome) but being not ;hE 
lib 3. Comment. . k 
ix Galut,c.5, IFoden out, itcoſtthe worlda groanc to quench his 
hereſie.The leaſt crany or hole wnſtopped (as S.Chryſe5t\ \ 
well adviſeth)z /«ff1cient to ſinke the largeſt ſhip, Wile 
thou then except at a moate ia thy brothers eze,& cant 
thou favour a ſinne to feſter in his converſation? Y#» 
Jo cap 24 Apv= happy friendſhip ({aith Carthuſian) que i/lum quem duli- 
ta ur _— = diabols Ga every od Chri« 
| ſtianfromſuch a friend, who by ſoothing & forbea- 
ring will damne his ſoule! He berrayeth therefore his 
brotherc,that fauoureth his cares; to breake his-necke) 
ſceing ſomewhat vncontrolied, may grow to any thing, / 
244.12 45, andone dtvel finding entrance to an houſe (wept & gare 
niſhed,will quickely get a compapy farre worſe then hini« 
[ih ©= 7 HH 
11- Ifthenno faulc,ina Church, in a family, in a 
private perſon,in ſubſtance or circumſtance,whether 
it be much,or ſomewhat, muſt be ſuffered vncheckedz 
what impudency aries our adverſaries the Pa, 
pits, to mention a toleratron of their ſuperitition, eſe 
pecially amongſtvs, whoſe cies God hath-ſo farre 0. of fs 
pened to ſeethejrabominations? Hath the Lordſo. 
- mercifully treed vs from this ſpiritual Egypr,and ſhall 
- weagaine belonging for their pepons & ovyon2?Hath' 
heeenligiztned vs ſoclearely by the /anthorne of hijz« 
word,not to make vie of it our ſelues, buttofec how: 
groſlely our adverſaries are miſled to crofſeittItcan- 
not betheconceite of arrue Chriſtian,to be ſo falſe- 
harted to his Lord & maſter. If Baa/be God, profeſſe: — 
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it wholely;but ifthe Zor4be God, curſed be ſich hal: 

ting, Aplow of an Oxe and an 4ſ/e,a garment of /inſy- Deur.22, 
wolſie mermaides halfe fiſh & halfe fleſh,Centanrs halfe \ +41 
horſe and halfe man, are monſtrous and abominable 

in his icalous affe&tion.h? the Lord thy God ſhalbring 

thee into the land(faith Moſes to Iſrael) whichthou goeſt 1,1 1 165; 
#0 poſſeſſe, thouſhalt make no covenant with the people & ſeq. 
theresf,but downe with their groues, and burne their 

Images withfire:no martiages mult bee made betweene 
them,and Gods people:andreaſonsare given; Jr will g,Qq az, 
rurne thy children to ſerue other Gods 5. 1t will bee a (nave 
vntothee.Anddid itnotproue fo,to ftrong Simpſon; 

to wiſe Salomon, to vxoriou Achab, to allthat ever 

were drawne to this indifferEcie?It is not for nothin 
then,that E/ay and /eremy,were ſocarneſt with I; Eſai-e2,' 
to ſever themſclues from-Baby/on,'S.Pautwith the Co. Ieren 57. 
rinthians not tobearethe yoke with vnbelrevers,Saint ms. 
tohs with al,not to afford as much as an'ave,good day, x 41g. 
or good night to an obſtinate heretike. Andnottotire ——_— 
your patience with examples in this kinde; the very 

boyes of Sameſatene , ſolemnetycaſt into the fire a tenny Belar. inPr af: 
Bal,in the midſt of their market place(asBellarmine him- 44 Piman con. 
ſelfe relates our of Theoaprit)becauſe it had bur rouch- SR | 
ed che foot of the Aſſe,whereon Lucius rode,their hereti- OY 
call Biſhop « Bur what neede inſtance in Chriſtians? 

The heathens themſclues have been ever ſcrupulous, 

. notraſhly to allow of fuch a blending, or mixture of - 
religions, Itis the ancient latin ofthe old law in-Tu/: " 

' In;Nemo habeſſit deos novos & advenas , niſi publict a. 9% 48 tyhty+ 
fejtos:privare me, muſt ſubmir themſclues,to publike 
C 3. COlt- - 


33, 
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conformity,»ew Gods,and Frange Gods, muſt come in 
vpon examination.In regard whereof Ar:lius Rega- 
Libzs, G$msbya decree ofthe Senate(as Livie teſtifieth) was 
ro gather all bookes of ,Ceremonies, at acertaine 
day, to ſtoppe variety of religions. So Herodotus res 
Lib. 4. ports;that the king of Scyrhraflew Anacbarſis the Phi. 
loſopher, for worthipping the mother of rhe Gods at- 
ter the _Hthenian maner. Heliogabalus (indeed) with 
In Heliog & Aarianand ioine other Romane Emperours (as Lams 
Adrian, ; a 
Treinien Soca; Predzus records it)commanded all maner of worſhip 
6b.3.rap.2r, in one Temple;but it tended to no orher purpoſe,the 
0 op! {\cr, Fhelike ftrarageme of /ulianthe Apoitata , who gaue 
Nrcephor.libr. heretickes freedome amongſt right belecuers, noe 
20.cp.3% thathecarcd for cither, but chat by their muruall Gi- 
ſtractions,he.might deſtroy boch. Tum exim readidrt 
Epil16s, Baſilicas hereticis(laith S. AuguFine} quando templa 
Demonys. Sucha good commodirie came by the 79- 
leration of herettkes , that they that couid endure ir 
ſhould take Devill and all for company. Excellene 
Theoderer, Gb. therefore is S.Baſils reſolution to the Yreſident of /a- 
wpr7, Hdlensthe Emperonr, Thoſe that are throughly ſeaſoned 
with true religion will rather ſuffer all kinds of death,the 
giue way for the altering of one (yllabie. A man would 
thinke that there were bur ſmall difference(it is but a 
Libs cap. 18. = lota)berweene iwitn@ E&iwmenG, yetthe right 
& 19 & Hiſtthelrevers could never be brought , (as Theodoret wit- 
| = rage 5- neſſcerh)eicher ro omit the one, or admit the other, 
114 pela ie Sylvanus & Evuſtathius boldly told the Emperour him- 
: K6443-613. ſe}fe(iris recordedinthe 5 booke and 24. chapter of 
the Tripartitehiſtorie Power thou haſt (O Emperour Yts 


_w- 


puniſh vs,but never to drine vs from the tenents of our 
forefathers.To adde politike conſiderations, I lift nor, 
The world ſeerth how little, Polonis and our nearer 


neighbours have gotten , by praQtifing this '_a/coram 439ar.2. & 
D:venitie of tolcrating vivers religions . which how= 2's: 


foever Par{ons,with others of our homebred wipers,in 


theirdiverſe ſuppiications tq His Maieitre, hane prefu- 1;6 +,de Tris 


med moſt impudentrly ro ple:d for : yer weſton their Pic bomin.offic. 
(4 


Rs” | 2 Promp. Cath, 
at Þ Bod:a for but mentioning luch a /tberties the Khe- /cr.6. poſt Paſe, 


miits conclude out of Cyprian,and Hilarie ,vpon the , 
4*Þ ro the Epheſians,that itis not to be endured. And ye; 5. 


oewne man,moſt earneſtly deteſts itz? Srapleron rayles 


marke but Bellarmines owne wordes { who is of the 
fame opinion,in the 19*Þ Chap. of hisbooke de Laz- 
cis )Catholict nox patiuntar in ſus grege wilos, quioſtens 
aunt wil ſigns externo , ſefavere Lutheranis, The Ca- 
#holickes (faith he) doe not ſuffer any in their flocke,that 
ſhew by any outward ſigne , that they doe but as much 5 
favour the Lutherans, And wovld they exvet that of 
vs,which they themſelues proteſle,ro beimpious to 
aske, and irreligious to grant? or ſhould wee endure}. 
ſuch impudecie,that offeach ro propoſe that, which 
ſuppoſeth vs to be Atherfs?Whar doethey then bur 
berray religio”,and expoſe themſclues to al ſides ha- 
ered who inſucha caſe, bur ſtagger, or expreſſe nor 
themſelues? lf rherefore thou bee on onr [ide tim: ble 
out the Raman lezebel at the window, howioever thee 
be painted, Bibylons brattes muſt nor be dand!ed bur 


daſht a24mmf} the Ron's. Phvnea's zeae, lebu's mars !\1. 19=Pfal.137 og + 


fiab's xe(olurion, Luther 5 heroical ſpicitghaue everbeſt 
PLCs 
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i King 13.44, 


| Plal.58, 
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prevailed againſt the »9y/ter/e of iniquitie. For who 


finds not that Rome is asa nettle? irſtings where it is 


gently handled; and provideth powder, andpoyſoned 
kniues,where ſhe is not manacled, The voice of more 
then man,andlowder then a trumpet , is therefore 
neceſſarie for you fathers and brethren) in theſe di- 
gerous times; to be inquiſitiue for the truth, andrts 
{peake home and reſolutely,that ſomzcwhat be not de. 
teQiue,through our default. Hath Godcnioyned vs 
to be watchfull Paſtors,and ſhall we ſleepe,or fy, or take 
no notice,when the wolfe commeth? Are we feers,8e 
ſhall we winke at any thing? Eſpecially ſecing thata 
cloud riſing from the ſea,but 28 bigge as amans hand, 
may ſoone overcaſt the heanen,and procure a ſtorme; 
& a few runagatescomming from beyond the ſeas, 
may quickly infe& a whole country of weaklings,ne- 
ver foreſtalled by true grounds, but. naturally caried 
to ſenſualitie, and ſuperſtition. YVVho if they dareſer 
footſomerimes in ſuch places as this is, / for where 
will not the Devill intrude, and his impes follow?)to 
the intangling of ſome wxcatechis d giddie-braines, 
with ſhewes of learning, and counterfeit antiquities 
let vs haue ſomewhat againſt them to nip them in the 
bud,that ere ever their pots be made hot with thornes,ſo 
indignation may wexe them, as athing that ts raw, 

12 Laſtofall,jorthereſtof you(my brethren;) 
1f /omewhat may not bee amiſle , but all meanes muſt 
be vſed;for theredreſie thereof: ſuffer your ſelues to 
beled with all alacritie, and meekeneſſe, citherby th 
gentle,or rough had ot thoſe, thatare your teachers, 
| You 
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Youmuſlt not thinke(with Ahab )that we trouble 1{+4- 1.King.13, 17 
el,vhen wee permit you not: to ſettle on the leaſt 
dregs of yourſinnes; or co cry out with him , when 
we ſpeake plaine vnto you , haſt thou found me O mine 
enimie? Franticke man! becauſe I tell rhee rhe truth, 
am { become thine cnimie? artthou ſo poſleſt,chat 
when thy Saviour comes to free thee from /eg/ons, 
wile thou exclaime outragiouſly what haue 1 to dee war g,q, 
with thee,thou Teſws, thou (onne of the moſt bigh God? I 
ſhould ſticke on-rhis poinr(Beloued)which is a great 
ſop to the progreſle of the Goſpell. For,when the 
preacher brings the words of the wiſe,you comenot 
provided with the cares of the attentive. Every lear- 
ner will be a cenſuxer,and an offender,acorrecter. All 
arc gone our of the way , there is not one that doth 
good no not one, and yet(as the Lord complaineth 
by his P:ophet Hoſca)no man mu#t ſtrine,or reproue an- 
other,tor the peopleare as they, that flriue with the_s 
Prieſt. And is not this a juſt cauſe, why/as here hee 
raxeth Epheſus)lo our Saviour in like manner ſhould 
bane ſomewhat againſt vs? And becauſe wee may pre- 
ſume to cxpoſtulate with the ewes in Malachi where. Cap1- 
in and wherein doe welſo muchrranſgreſſe? Let mee FOI 
chruſt into this great harveſ? alitcle farther my ſickle, 

ro remember our natrall dulneſle with a zherern and 

therein._Atherſme_ and flatterie_;are eminent inthe 

Courtytherein our Saviour hath ſomewhit ag21n5t ws: 

ſacrilege grats the Church, ſymony is forced vpon the 

mimiſtery, therein and therein our Saviout hath ſome» 

what againſt vs, In the whole _— eal:h when 


viury 


1,King.21,25, 


Hoſca.4.4s 
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vſury growes avocation, drunkenneſſe and whore: 
dome,the practiſe of good fellowſhip , ſtabbing and 
ſwearing,a note of re{olution, oppreſſion akinde of 
luſtice,& tythes the preachers portion,thedemaines 
ofſuch men, who commonly are worſt affected 
to Church or religion;be nor herein and hereiy many 

ſomewhats which our Saviour may moſt palpably 


Cap.z6.8, VIBE againſt vs? /ereme's vooke, 8 Ezechiel's role writ« 


| Chap, 2,1, Fer within and without ,cannot containe the particu- 


lars I might heredeſcend vnto.Somewhat might bee 
had againſt husbands,that ſuffer their wives, and chl- 
dren,to be recuſants when they themſelues can ſtrain 
to profeſſe any conformitie.Somewhat againſt wines, 
whocommended to harken at home , willneedes bee 
teachers abroad , being 4ntichriſts chiefeſt faftors, 
to vent his ſuperſtitions; who ſhouldbe as the j#uze- 
Pſal.128.3, fullvine vpon the bouſei, but proue the twining Ivy 
that plucketh downe the wall, Somewhat againſt Ma- 
giſtrats,and Officials , who are lukewarme , or fa/ſe- 
brertedin Gods cauſe,to thedeluding of good lawes 
and increaſe of {uperſtition, Somewhat againſt refor- 
mers, Whobuſying their tongues moſt common] 
in thingsthatpertainenotto them, diſable them- 
{clues through faction,to doe goodin greater mat- 
ters.Belouee brethren, paritie isnort puritie, nor the 
weſt preachinggche wrangling about ceremonzes, nor : 
the vilifying of faulty miniſters, the profitableſt leſs 
the ignorant peoplecan heare, zeale may run wirh- 
outdiſcreation,anddoe more hurt then good. Then 
ſtraine at gnts,and tyth mint and cummtn,whethou 


haſt 


1.Cor,14.35. 
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haſt reformed zhe greater breaches of the law. And here 
if I ſhould goe further , more might bee had againſt 


ſacrilegious hypocrites; who prerend purging and ins« | 
tend piſling;who are {weeping Gods houle, and pry- | 
ing.into every corner,not to reſtore the groat that is | 


loſt,but to rake away the penny that is lett, Achun's 
ſtoning,& Belſhaz.2ar s dome,& Indeh s hanging might 
leſſon theſe men ſufficiently , from ſuch dangerous 
medling with conſecrated things: wherero the olde 
embleme nay ſerue for illuſtration; if thou ſnatch frs 
the Lords a/tar,with the ravegous Eag/e,burt a gobber 
ofa ſacrifice to cramme thy young ones , ſome coale 
(perchance)may ſtick vato it, which broug':t ro thy 
neſt, will ſer all on fire, And to drawe to an end in this 
PR. ſeerh not what a great deale more might 

c had,againſt parents for indulgence, children tor 
rior, malters for hardnesyſervants for vnfaithfulnes, 
young men for idleneſſe, old men for covetouſneſle, 
Tutors for careleſneſle , Schollers fordiſſolutencſle, 
Pators for coldneſſe and non-refidence, people for 
contempt and prophaneſle, many for pride and lux« 
urie,all for vnthankfulneſſe; who in fo great plenty 
baue ſtored vp ſo little,in ſuch continued peace,haue 
made ſo {mal profit, vypon ſo good advantages, haus 
gained no more ground of our adverſaries. Alas(Be- 
loued)with what xay/es or goades , ſha!! I faſten this 
dodtine to our conſciences?p/enty,peace,meancs, wil 
all one day acculevs , for /ook:ng backe with Lots wife, 
when we ſhould haue haſtned forward z which was 
the foult of Epheſws;as the __— ſhewerth)wherein 
| - 
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I will lL-bour co prevent your wearin:ſle. 

12 Brcanſe tboubaſt left thy firſt lone ori 7 [amp of 
wu 3 gu rh agias. [he Rhemrſls giue it,bocaife thou ha 
left thy firf{ Charity, Some cr1tihes put a difterencebe- 
twizt 22{: #94, loue,and Charity,making ?one more the 


lib.g cap, 16. Arlecrion (as Ciceroieemes todo) &charitiemore ths 
Wnmnucus, loue.Bur tins curioſity is here needlefic,e(pecially ro 


ſer loue & charity by the eares, which {b wel agreein 

«yay the original. The time permits me not , tofift 

things narrowly. Not to trifle therfore on the word: 
Loue(according to S.Awguſtine(as Lumbardcites him 

in the 27 diſt, of the 3,of the Sentences) the moſt right 

affe113 of the mind þy which God is loved for himſelfe.cþ 

our neighbour, for and inGaod.linclulenor here that inn 

| comprehenſible loue , which is in God', orrather God 
Vid Altestais himlelfe,e/ſ7ntially,notionally , and perſonally , conſides 
in verbo cbari- red(as the ſchoolemen hane ventured toſpeculate bur 
=, contentmy ſelfe with an habiteztnfuſedby God, effus 
ſedin good works, aiffu{ed amongſt our neighbours, 

Whoſe efficient end , and obreft, is God himlfelfe; ſubs 


' Diligens won di= ;ec7,mmans heart: fruits pbedienie_,patrence,and the not 


ligend:; autee þ,,1- ; 
quedifizes J©f king of our owne_> companions ſinceritie_ and con- 


quod mint vel itanc te_,oppoſit ES gAtſtrus fof ou r/ elues.and a hard COM- 
emplius 01'S" ceipt of our brethren, This lowe is as orderly, as for- 
dium ell; aut = q Shad , : | 

nss vel amplius Ward; and heedy, as haſty inher proceedings. For 
qenloges e«li- things not to bee_ beloued, it loueth not ;, things of dif< 
gendum elf 500" {rent worth, it loucth not alike—> ; things of equalle« 
chavitatis dili- ſleerme 1t efteemeth not partially; (as S. Auguſtine Wit- 


£4.891:v.0* - tily obſerverifibut abore vs, irfinderh Godin ws, our 


Gabriel ibid, ex | 7A; 
Auzulline, awne ſeules beſides vs), our friends andenimiesto ſpend 


ITS, 


— -—— 
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its ſtrengrh vpon. 1hus our A»gethere of Epheſ1s bes 
ganto d>,andcontinued to doe;for ought finde ob- 
ieced. For it followeth not,thou haſt runne into ill 
courſes,t:ou haſt ſhaken of all goodneſfe, thon be- 
ginneſt to be hatefull and loathlome:neither read we 


abſolurely,(as /vachim,Lyra, and the beſt interpreters jy ;- 


obſerue)thou haſt loſt thy chariry; no (faith Thomas, 
Ansbert,and Richardus,) it was not the habzi# that was 
extinguiſhed, but ſome degrees laked, the faule was 
in the nanner of doing,thou haſtnot loft thy loye; bur 


$9450; <pix45(t00 trucaralluſion to the name) thou 4*!.Bright, 
haſt remitted,thou haſt diminiſhed,thou haſt cooled j;,1.4/c.7. 
not that thou ow ha# , but that which thou had not Perer. 18 -1pocy 
thy /oae abſolutely , bur thy firſt love. Whether rhis cap. 2.00Þ.5 


happened, through the /nſtabrliry of free will, which 
hcadlong to'ill,isdrawne only to good; whereby as 
in violent motions, the progreſle is{lowerthen the 
beginning;or becanfc Gods grace is ſupernatar all,& re» 
ſterh in man as in a {range ſuviec?; vnprepared & op« 
polite,to it's {weet motions;or that the-fleſh with .4- 
malech,ſometimes gers ground, to force theſoulein 
icopardy , to lift vpthe hands for helpe; or for that 
ourcourle isa race, or dayly ſtriving againfl the 
ſtreame,where tripping,or failing in aſtroake', doth 
quickly cat vs backezor that our ſpiritualllife in fome 
fort is anſwerable to our carnal ful otheat & humors 
in ourfirſt growth, which afterward in age are e00- 
| led &dried vp;E ſtand now not to diſcuſſe. What this 
firſt lus ſhould herebee, and whereinit conkilter};, 
ſome difference may be found among [nterprerers. 
D 3 Arias ' 
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Arias Montanus fercheth it farre, as though ir ſhould 
fignific the loue recerved in the firit creation ; Hugo 
holds it a defe in preaching, arethas a neglet of 
alſmes deedes « Bur what neede ſuch ſcruples 2 «VVhy 
might itnot rather be a decaying in all the vertues,be 
fore mentionedzas $,Ambroſe,and Richardus,with our 
latter writers, more indiciouſly take it ? The firſt loue 
therefore that every convert hath, is his ardent affe. 
ft:on at his firſt inlightn:ng,and taſting of Gods holy ſþ;e 
r/t; whereby the joy for his freedome,trom ſin & Sa- 
than, carieth all his faculties to adore the author of 
Mar-z3, It. The markes whereof are, the renouncing all things, 
Joh 6. in compariſon of it; the induring of loſles and afflittz- 


In textwm. 


Heb.6:4. 


Colol-3ite  oxn5toretaine it;the reverencing of Gods word ana mi- 
nittersfor increating of it;aſtrugling againſtſi1, the 
fic{h;and world, that they may not hinder it; ayele- 

Luk 19:6, Ting of Chriſts needy members for the expreſſing of ir; 


x.Thefl.z 9.19 a contimiancein the powerfull meanes, of praying, 
preaching, —— meditating, conference wirh 
goodcompany,for the continual renewing and pre. 
ſerving of ir;znot quenching the motions of the holy ſp4- 
rit flying all occaſions of backſlyaing,ſuſpeCting cipe= 
cially cheſe fowre enemies ,ſþ/r/tual pride1n the beſt, 
carnall policie jn the greateſt, worldly preſp:rity, in the 
richeſt,and abuſe of chriſtian liberty in the gallanteſ, In 
all which,or in moſt,or atleaſt mſome, our age/8& 
Church(as it ſhould ſeeme; had been hore defectiue, 
They halred in their march,abated their edge, began 
to be weary of well doing,aza like as the children of E- 
phraim having their boes bent , turned them(elucs backe 


" 


H cb. I'0, 
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in the day of battaile,\W bich our Saviour here taxing, 
for a ſin not to be ſuffcred,it dire&s vs to this conclu- 
fion;which I propoſc ins. Berpards words, ; | | 
In viavite,nonprogred; eſt regreat , 14 Purificat. B, ' 
In a Chriſtian courle,to be flacke, or at a ſtand;is a 9959": 3+ 
fal'ing away,or a turning backe againe. 
14 The walke ofa Chriſtian ſhews it.which muſt 
be from ffrengthto [trength, Pla,84,7.His path as the 
morning light that ſhineth more and more w-nto the per- 
fect day,Prov.4.18, He runnes inthe Sawour of his S4- 
viours ointment,Cant.1.4., For as the houſe of David *Sam.3.r, 
in the long warre betweene it & Sawl,ever giew ſtron- 
ger and #ronger,the waters in Ezechzel, deeper and dee- , 
per, the word to the humble gueſt in the goſþrll , ir vp Luk. 1410, 
higher:10 ia this warfare vnder our heavenly General, _ | 
we mult a/way fieht,in his vineyardalwaies worke , in <p LY 
the race he hath appointedvs , alwaies r@z,vntill we :.Cor.g. 24, 
obtaine the vifory.the penny,the crowne,which is laid 
vpforvsinthe world ro come, Forthe motion of a 
Chriſtian muſt nor be like that of the planets in their. 
epicycles,now aſcending, then del, cending, ſometimes _ 
ſtationary, anone retrograde; butratheras the beaſts NY 
mentioned by Ezezchrel, who paſſing forward returned 
not againe , his charity 15 as the fire vpon the Lords al- 
tar alwaies &;naled,andnever extingurſhed, his grace Leyir6.12,: 
not asa ſtanding puddle, that quickly putrifiech , but 
as the fountaive of iving water, lohn the fourth, that Ver.14. 
bublerh,and pringeth vp to everlatting life He revoirs 2,Tiug.o, 
not with Demas, diiappointes not Which Meroz, ludy:5.23,. 
ſtandsnot{ull with the idlers i» the Goſpel,nor follow- —— 
eth 


Ezech, 47. 


32 Epheſus Backſlydmg. 
eth ifarre of with timorous Peter:bur thruſts himſclfe 
forth with Y4w/4 into every good ation, O God my 
heart is 1e4 31 yay heart ts ready. iwill ſing & gue pratſe, 
Pial.63.5, wrth the beſ{ member that I hue. Aud as long as 1itue_ 

will I magnify thee in this maner analift vp my hands in 

t//y name. For what great martrer is it/ſairh St Angu- 
De bons Perſev. lt;ne to begin well and not to holdon. Likea meteor,to 
6 gine ablaze,andſuddenly ro vaniſh withotithear,or 
Lorwftarum (ar Light 3 like 2 Locuſt (laith Gregory) ro flort wp,and pre- 
1 Gregor, Me- fently to fallon the earth ag ume. Saulathi- ficſtentrice 
rat 1314 12. behaued himfelfe well. S$:mon Magus beleencd, Herod 
1.Sam. 107 , 
AR81z3, haikned, hb fafted,the Phariſees prayed; Felix trem- 
Mer.620, bled,and2 1sl;anthe Apoitatain the begianing,made 
1.King 21,27. _ 6 \ \ 
Bea. © faire thew:Bur mmmrme corre eſt bonus ,qui meltor eſſe 
AR.24 25'* non vultzzood be cannot be (ſaith® Bernard rhe will not 


5 = a - F* 

; > ocra6ibe3- be better;& fi drxeru ſufficit periiſii;lay bue oncethon 
b Epif.9r, artgoodcnough,X S. Auguſtin wil pronounce thee 
©Lib de Can jnamanervndone, For faintnefle in this caſe , is fay- 


4 366 ua ling;loyrrivg, leaving ;ſtanding,or ſtaggering an ab« 


Pſal. 159, 


ſolute ſtarting backe.' Epheſus here bur rrips, and the 


ſpurre (you lec)is preſently in it f1de.Thow haſt left thy 
F firſt lowe. 

| 15 In making vſeof which doarine,the time wil 
ſcarle permit mee to point at particulars, For how 
firly would come here to bee taxed, /ukewarmneſſe in 
onr profeſron,dulneſſein our calling, deadneſie_in our 
charitie,redimimng in our patience remiſnes in our difcte 
pline; fro many of which Epheſus(as you haue heard) 
was free. Whata gulfe (1f compariſon were made) 
would too plainely appeare,berweene the firſt onſet 
of 


# 


# 


Epbeſus Backſliding, 

of our beroicallreformers,and the lagging. ſgeeudi 

of themantheſc our gdaies:/'as: Kh oy toms ano 
rru&hearts,that kriue as yet amongſt vs., 49-expreſe 
their fir þ loue ywhat cxhorration couldbeagarneſte- 
gough? what commendation correfpondeny?. what. 
thankes,and prayers to, Godſufficieny, for thogenti-, 
nuance, and increaſing of hisbleſliagsvpowthem? 
BytI mnſtnot treſpaſle fo farre.on your” pdtience. L 


wiltbut /appe therefore. with Gedeons. ſouldicrs; ar the tudg.y. 
river,or touch the hony,as Janathan,with thetipptmy, 1.5amth, 


rod,and leaue the farther applyivg,,..t0, ypurprivete 
religious meditations, 215 trapans a b 
16 Wherefirſt (If [liſted tobeecontentious), 
the Rhemifis note onthele words of my text, might 
giueſufficient occaſion,ForEphe (we beinghere actus 
led,to haue left her firſt loue;By this (lay they) © plaine» 
ly refuted that . which ſome herctickes hold; that a man 
once in grace and charitie,can never fallfrom ite, Onely 
to. cleere the place, and paſſe by purpoſely whar : 0+ 
therwiſe might herebeliited;I anſwere briefly. This 
netcis anotable inſtance, ofthe ignorant ,\ andper- | 
verſe dealing of theſe gls/ſers , who either yvndetſtand 
not. ys,or the text,or their owne men, orelſe of pur- 
pre catch at any,thing,to deludetheir ſimple proſe- 
ytes, 'For dot not their owne men diſtinguiſh, be- 
tween the habit of charitie_, and theaZ,thecasu(c_, 
and the effe?, the efexce., andthe degrees , the 4+ 


tion, and the maner of performing? Andhaucnot 


our men made it plaine-enough, that the grace wee 
attirme cannot bees loſt,is xp11,notxepoga, Gods 
RE ner E "= work 


In text ums 


$. 


«1d, 


Dan 2,9, 


Deur.3 2.15. 


Epheſus Backſldms. 


workiny favanr, not mans inconſflant worke , 


 dingHorion mom free wilfbut Gods fore elettion;whoſe 


deerzes aretunuterable , and gifts without repentance? 
But'Sthan-may be here ſet againit Sathan;; the leſu- 
ites 2gainftthe Rhemifts Fiegus wordsare,N on amiſit 
charitatem, {ed deitharitatisfervore> nonnibilremiſit; 
the Angell fell nothere from charitie , but wasnor 
ſo hot as before. It wasnor privato (faith Pererime) 


| bucakin& of Laodiceen lukewarmeneſſe. They perfor- 


med not,duly dayly pften,carne/tly,to ſomany,in ſo ma« 
#y thiriz4, the good they were wont rodoe: which 
they further confirme to be the expoſition of Cyre- 
thus, Abbas loachim,Richardus a ſanitoVidtore , Lyra, 
Pannonius, Hugo Cardinalis Carthuſian;and that dedu- 
ccd manifeſtly from the'very text, For loue the Angel 
aid, but notas at the firſt ; grace hee had, but not ſo 
working,as at the beginning;worke heedid, but-nor 
with thatalacririe and zeale hee was accuftomed ro 
doc.T=ebi was floriſhing, but faultering ;' Zeſhurgs 
wasfar,but /azy, ELECT 

17 A reproofe asneceffarie for our times, as 
our times are farre from the firſt reformation. VVheE 
re chicfe of the fathers and ancient men,thathad /cep 


the firſt temple beheld how muchithe 4econdwas in 


feriour ro it;howſocver ſome hiniors ſang'& ſhonred, 
rey wept aloud(faiththetext) Ezrd3it2, Moreour 
goodfatherswouldnow lament, iftheylivedbutro 
ſee vs their degenerat poſterity, we thinks we (hould 
ſtand togither in this coinpariſon;as the meni of Chz- 
£410 the maps,ncare the ſfirarght: 0f Magel/aneby our 
ras 


Fphefus Backſhdmg. 
travellers of Ewrope : they as the fonnesof Hugck,we 
as eraſboppers, ſo far fr attaining their forwardnes in 
rcligion,that divers account irtheir glory to be ſnar- 
ling atthem, Bur ſuch corpariſoxs would prone 0d;- 
ou to be farther proſecuted, To ſay nog more; + If Lu- 
ther szeale, or Calvine s judicious painefulnes, could 
be found in ſome mongrel! temporizers,that are ſo for+ 
wardto cenſurethem; I ſhould thipke among ſome 
profeſſors , our firſt love were.in ſome meaſurereco- 
vered. Fathers and brethren, is this a time to make a 
doubr, whether the Pope be Antichriſt or no,(ſeeing his 
horne: and markes are ſo apparantly diſcovered? And 
muſt we now fall backe robe categhiz2dby Eymbard, 
and Aquinazs;as though ourowne mensdorine, ſo 
eviderly grolided on ſcriptere, not refuſing therouch 
of pure antiquity, or any true ſchoole-learning, were 
not concluſjue,and acate inough, for our ab/irattine ca- 
pacitiesiOur firſt loneroGods word was a greatdeale 
more fcryent; when ſo many burnedin defiance of 
Romiſh mixtures « Othat the conſideration hereof, 
would rowſe vp every one of vs in our ſeveral places, 
to remember,whence we are fallen, and ro doe our firſt 
works/How happy would itbe for 24/nifters,to ſhew 
their fr # /oxe to the truth ! for hearers,to make good 
their firſt loneto their Miniſters! forboth, toigine 
togither, in an holy emulation, ro profef/e, and ex- 
preſſe,the fir# lowe of our zealous predecefſors? And 
- ifeverthe Lord marched before his church ina puller 


of clowd and fire,to guid them in the way, theyareto xxod.1z. 
walk;now hedoth before ——_— ro minde vs of 
2 our 


Pſal 73.T« 
Pi.,147.20 


mas Budley. 


Drvmity Pi ge 
Gcecders, 


EE oe 
Ep Batkfliding, 
ovr'viieratefitiics;8etofſet ts in a courſe, to rethrn'fs 
our fr ft loue Nhat a blefſing'is it rohauc,a Royall king 
lo 4618 &refolnie to withitand Popery!a clearey Toemi 


# 


- nevt12 popplefor the wot pa Site forwald;ttat Bails 
etd Hchrophelt prone Sibel Pllops Aarhe wlues 
-amone the paſtors,ſoriefoxes among tle /ambs, the 


. A = oy 
maine  norwithſtanding: goes cynitaridy forward 


for the purkiirand recovery, of this firjt lone, Diſtra- 
@ions/T eonfeſſe)miayaiſmay,; &diicontencs 2ffrighe 


md. } £ *+ \y © 
the god!y,t6 mikevs the more folicitous to hold fait 


that we hauegbut coparing our helps,” with the aſanlts, 
and ourcaſe, with our neighbours, that dwell abour 
vs;wefſhall firideeauſe ro confelle with David: Truety 
Gcdremametliytt tiungtdsrhitour t{rach;and hee hath 
not done ſo te any natron. For to returne hometo our 
ſelues ofthis place , doth'not the late bounty of fo 
many-famous benefaCtors,ſo freſh in our memories, 
ſo obvious to our ſenſes, pur all gbod mEin comfort, 
that this rſt owe, in divers of ourdaies, isnotaltogi- 
ther extinguiſhed? I cannot exprefſle it ſufficjently; 


By that Knight-ON7 Library built,and furniſhed,ourSchooles mounting, 


om me {0 many Colleges inlarged !* whar arguments.can bee 
morie ST Tho- 


more evidenr,chatthis firft oueisrevivedinſome, to 
Kirre itvpin others,and to maintaine it in ys? Atthis 


19 Deffors of preſent,tht Lordhath giventhe word,and behold the cp. 


panyef preachers\who,as that angelthat cameyp: fr6 
Gilgalto Bothim, Indges,2,will forrhe moſt pare/ T- 
makeno doubr)be ſhortly amoneftyoutBedloved to 
Kirreand ſet you aweep/ng after your firſt one. And. 
to end with that which followes my text,” Often ro + 
Ic | Ns 


Fphejics Backſliding. 37 
remember from whence we are fallen and regent, and doe very, 
our firſtworkes , isthe path our Saviourherepreſcri- 

berh to lead vs to our firſt loue.The meditation of his 
(udden comming,& the indangering of our preſent = 
pineſſe , are the moriues to haſten this fr/# loue . To 
hate the abominations of Poperie, (as the Epheſians did yer 5, 
here the dredes of the N zcolartans ) is anevidence of 

a ſoule prepared, for theentertaining and relliſhing 

this firſt loue.Haſt thou a mind to the rree of life, which 

| is in the /dft of the paradiſe of Goa? O harken then to Ver-7- 
ſrjue,and ſtriue to overcome! for this is the price, that 

our Saviour here propoſeth , to them thar perſevere 

ro retainetheir fir? 1, » O Lorde thou art acquainted 

with our backſlidings , and ſeeſt the rubbes that are caſt a+ 
thwart vs. Draw vs therefore wee be(eech thee, that wee \ 
may follow thee;t urne our(brawnie'hearts,and weſhall bee 
converted; that acknowledging our many imperfections, 
and the neceſſirie of reproving them,wee may ſhake off all | 
worldly encombrances to recover and imbrace our firſt ©, 
lone z through thee the beſt beloved, our only Saviour & 
redeemer:to whom with the Father andthe holy Ghoſt, bee 

f ell honour and glory both now andfor tvermore, Amen. - ) 
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